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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Applicant's election without traverse of Species 1 of Figures 1 -8 and 1 2, claims 
1-6, 10-14, 17-23, 27-31 and 34 in the reply filed on 3/4/09 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 10-14, 17-19, 21, 27-31, and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Dover (US 6,023,888). Regarding claims 1 and 
18, the claim is considered a product by process claim (see MPEP 21 13). Dover 
discloses a sealing, trimming or guiding strip for a window frame of a vehicle, said strip 
being disposed to selectively contact a window pane having an interior side and an 
exterior side, said strip comprising a length of extruded material extending along and 
forming part of the strip (20), the extruded material includes a channel (32) and a rigid 
reinforcing carrier embedded within the extruding material in a region corresponding to 
the channel (46, 48), the molded material forming a first window pane receiving surface 
at the interior side of the window pane (64), the extruded material extending from the 
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channel and having a second window pane receiving surface at the exterior side of the 
window pane and a generally oppositely facing surface directly visible from the exterior 
of the vehicle, this extended extruded material also remaining as part of the strip after 
removal of said portion of the extruded material. The method is inherently shown. It 
would have been considered obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to have made the seal into two parts, since it has been held that 
forming in one piece an article which has formerly been formed in two pieces and put 
together involves only routine skill in the art. Howard v. Detroit Stove Works, 150 U.S. 
164 (1893). The motivation for doing so would be to make the weather seal of two 
different materials for better durability. 

Regarding claims 2, 10-14, 19, 21, 27-31, and 34 Dover discloses the molded 
material is extended to form a closed loop (the seal is surrounding the window frame; 
[claims 10, 21 and 27] wherein the extruded and molded material includes a plurality of 
integral formations (46, 48); [claims 11 and 28] further comprising an elongate rigid 
member into which a portion of the strip is fitted (42); [claims 12 and 29] wherein the 
molded material is fitted into the rigid member; [claims 13 and 30] wherein the rigid 
member also accommodates a further length of extruded material having a window 
pane receiving channel (38); [claims 14 and 31] wherein the rigid member is of 
substantially H shaped (Fig. 1); [claims 17 and 34] wherein the extruded material 
includes a limb (64) forming at least a part of a window pane receiving channel, a 
portion of the window pane receiving channel being removed by removal of said portion 
of the extruded material. 
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5. Claims 3 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Dover (US 6,023,888) in view of Keeney et al. (US 6,370,824 B1). Dover 
discloses the invention as set forth, but does not disclose a length of extruded material 
beyond the said portion thereof extends from the closed loop. However, Keeney et al. 
discloses a closed loop seal and a length at extends from the closed loop (Column 2, 
lines 36-53). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill to have an 
extra length material. The motivation for doing so would be to accommodate a window 
and a quarter window or vice versa. 

6. Claims 4-6, 22, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dover (US 6,023,888) in view of Nozaki (US 5,918,421). Dover 
discloses the invention as set forth, but does not disclose the material including an 
integral formation for securing the molded part to the window frame. However, Nozaki 
discloses an integral formation (aperture in 41). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to have modified the invention to 
have included an integral formation. The motivation for doing so would be to secure the 
seal to the window frame. 

Regarding claims 5, 6, 22, and 23, Nozaki discloses an aperture (aperture in 41) 
where the clamping member (5) passes; [claims 6 and 23] wherein the clamping 
member is attached to the window pane and the window pane is secured to the window 
frame by the passage of the clamping member through the aperture in the molded part 
and through a further aperture in the window frame (5, Fig. 1). 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Drivon et al. (US 2005/0120634 A1) disclose a similar form to 
applicant's claimed invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeff Tang whose telephone number is (571) 270-5223. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Katherine Mitchell can be reached on (571) 272-7069. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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